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Mothers Against
Media Addiction

MOTHERS AGAINST MEDIA ADDICTION (MAMA) STATEMENT ON LANDMARK
NEW MEXICO RULING AGAINST META

August 7, 2026 (New York) - In response to a ruling by a New Mexico judge ordering
Meta to pay $567 million for misleading the public about the risks their social media
platforms pose to children, Julie Scelfo, Executive Director of Mothers Against Media
Addiction (MAMA), released the following statement:

“Today’s ruling is a major victory in the fight to hold Meta accountable for how the
design of its social media platforms, including Facebook and Instagram, have caused
immense harm to kids in New Mexico and nationwide and helped fuel the youth mental
health crisis.

The ruling also reaffirms what we have known for years: Mark Zuckerberg and other
Meta executives are fully aware of the harm their products are causing to children, and
yet they have failed to make the necessary changes to stop this damage. In the words
of New Mexico Attorney General Raul Torrez, who filed this case and has long been a
leader in the fight to protect kids online: ‘Meta’s executives continue to prioritize
engagement and ad revenue over the safety of the most vulnerable members of our
society.

“This landmark decision is the latest sign of the growing momentum of our movement:
parents nationwide are demanding accountability for how Big Tech products affect
children, and at long last, they are being heard. Building on the verdict in California
earlier this year finding that Meta and Google intentionally designed their platforms to
addict kids—along with the wave of states passing legislation requiring social media
companies to make their platforms safe by design—parents are fighting and winning all
over the country. MAMA calls on our elected leaders in Congress and state legislatures
across the country to join us in this effort to ensure technology products, like social
media and AI, have basic safeguards like all other consumer products, and ensure
every child is protected from the harms of media addiction and exploitative
technology.”
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